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ion that international cartels, being one of the most striking expressions of the internationalization of capital, give the hope of peace among nations under capitalism. Theoretically, this opinion is absolutely absurd, while in practice it is sophistry and a dishonest defence of the worst op^ portunism. International cartels show to what point capitalist monopolies Shave developed, and the object of the struggle between the various capitalist combines. This last circumstance is the most important; it alone shows us the historical-economic meaning of what is taking place; for the forms of the struggle may and do constantly change in accordance with varying, relatively (particular and temporary causes, but the substance of the struggle, its class content, positively cannot change while -classes exist. Naturally, it is in the interests of, for example, the German bourgeoisie, to whose side Kautslky has in effect gone over in his theoretical arguments (we will deal with this later), to obscure the substance of the present economic struggle (the division of the world) and to emphasize now this and now] another form oif t'hie struggle. Kautsky makes the same mistake. Of course, we have in. mind not only the German bourgeoisie, buit the bourgeoisie all over the world. The capitalists divide the world, not out of any particular malice, but because the degree of concentration which has been reached forces them to adopt this method in order to obtain profits. And they divide it "in proportion to capital," "in proportion to istrength," because there cannot be any other method of division under commodity production and capitalism. But strength varies with the degree of economic and political development. In order to understand what is taking place, iit is necessary to know what questions tare settled by the changes in strength. The question as to whether these -changes are "purely" economic or JioT^economic (e.g.f military) is a secondary one, which cannot in the least affect the fundamental views on the latest epoch of capitalism. To substitute the question of the